Needs Assessment Rationale
It is vitally important to assess the needs of each school. Within the school, it is necessary to assess the needs of the students individually, each classroom, each teacher, staff members, principal, and parents. When the needs are assessed and documented, a comprehensive school counseling program can be implemented efficiently. With resources from the American School Counselor Association, the Indiana School Counselor Association, and the Indiana Gold Star Standards for Guidance, a school counselor will be prepared with many different techniques and tools that will assist them in meeting the student’s needs and the needs of the surrounding community. Conducting needs assessments will also provide results to the effectiveness of the school counseling program. With the main focus in education being on accountability, providing evidence to support school counseling programs is imperative. 
